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FIGURE 4.4-2
RELATIVE LAND USE IMPORTANCE FOR THE BAKER LAKE
LOCAL AREA BASED ON IQ WITH AN EXTENDED CARIBOU
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4.4.1 Relative Importance or Harvest Density Comparison 

Relative importance areas and harvest densities for the Kiggavik area have been generated by three 
sources, 1-AREVA collected IQ-land use and values (Tier 2 Volume 3), 2-Kivalliq Inuit Association, 
and 3- The Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project (Riewe 1992). Although not identical, all three 
figures of harvest density are similar, validating areas of relative importance near the Kiggavik site.  
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5 Local Context - Coastal and Chesterfield Inlet  

5.1 Historical Resource and Land Use and Cultural Sites 

5.1.1 Pre 1950’s 

Inuit ancestors, the Thule, were largely nomadic as they spanned the Nunavut landscape throughout 
the seasons, but they congregated along the coastlines during the spring and summer to harvest the 
diverse marine species. Prior to 1954, Inuit wintered on the ice to hunt seals and moved to the 
shores during the spring and summer months to fish and hunt marine mammals. During the winter, 
they lived mainly on meat that had been cached in the fall. They would travel inland to hunt caribou 
during the summer months when the hides were thin (IQ-RBE 2009; IQ-RBHT 2009). A complete 
discussion of the cultural setting starting at 8,000 Before Present (BP) is provided in Tier 3 Technical 
Appendix 9B. 

5.1.1 1950 to Recent  

The community of Chesterfield Inlet served as a primary travel route between Baker Lake and 
Hudson Bay. Following break-up, the people from Chesterfield Inlet travel one to three miles along 
the shoreline towards the islands in both directions. If necessary, the Inuit travel up the inlet to Cross 
Bay to find caribou (IQ-CIHT 2011). There are various important harbours, one of which is Robert’s 
Harbour. These harbours are important not only because they are good current hunt locations but 
also the added importance of historical use by ancestors (FEIS Tier 3, Volume 3, Appendix 3B, Inuit 
Qaujimajatuqangit Documentation Section 2.10.2).  

Cultural sites include camps along the coast and the Inlet to the east end of Baker Lake (FEIS Tier 2, 
Volume 3, Section 4.3.9). Inuit ancestors used stone weirs to catch fish, which were accessible as 
they travelled the coast and the Inlet (IQ-CI07 200915). Should the inland caribou hunt be 
unsuccessful, the stone weirs were beneficial for the Inuit to ensure they would have food to take 
back to their community. In the past, camps were located along the coast and primarily occupied in 
fall, spring, and summer. Some camps along the coast were used during winter for polar bear and 
caribou hunting (IQ-Riewe 1992)(Figure 5.1-1). Baker Lake and Arviat Elders traditionally hunted 

                                                

 

 

15 IQ-CI07 2009: The stone weirs that people used at Barbour Bay, Steepbank Bay and Saqvaquaq Lake are still visible. 
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along Chesterfield Inlet and further south, but the areas north of Chesterfield Inlet were less intensely 
used (IQ-Kendrick and Manseau 2008). 

Since the 1950s, inland people have settled along the coast where they have learned to hunt marine 
mammals from the coastal people. One Elder recounted movement into Chesterfield Inlet in 1949 
due to starvation on the land, and there were no caribou in Chesterfield at the time (IQ-CI06 2009). 
Elders indicate that, even after settlement, the Inuit would travel great distances inland to hunt and 
fish for many months. Some recount that great travel distances were common until children attended 
the first residential school in Chesterfield Inlet when people ventured out on the land less. Hunters 
say they generally do not travel as far as in the past (FEIS, Tier 3, Volume 9, Appendix 9A Socio-
economic Baseline). 

5.2 Contemporary Land Use  

Marine resource use is an important feature of Inuit culture across the six Kivalliq coastal 
communities that span the shores of Hudson Bay. People communicated a preference to hunt near 
their home because of family ties, comfort, health and safety, employment and transport costs (Tier 
3, Volume 9, Technical Appendix 9A Socio-economic Baseline). However, longer trips still occur, 
including the occasional trip to Walrus Island near Southampton Island (Tier 2, Volume 3, Section 
4.3). Marine mammals are harvested across a broad area (Figure 5.2-2). During the summer, Inuit 
travel 12 to 20 miles by boat to hunt marine mammals near town and in the Chesterfield Inlet channel 
(IQ-CIHT 2011; EN-CI OH Nov 2013). Inuit travel to the floe edge in the winter and by boat wherever 
the breakup extends (IQ-WCCR 201116). 

Inuit regularly fish and hunt marine mammals on both sides of the Inlet and along the north and south 
shores extending from Chesterfield Inlet. Gill nets are now used instead of the traditional stone weirs, 
but weirs were important as they represent activities of Inuit ancestors (IQ-CIE 2009). While 
residents of Baker Lake rarely hunt marine mammals, a few hunters said they travel down 
Chesterfield Inlet to hunt marine mammals (IQ-BLH 2009). 

 

                                                

 

 

16 IQ-WCCR 2011: People travel everywhere along the floe edge in winter. After breakup starts, people travel wherever the last breakup is. 
The inlets are the last for break-up. We often travel to inlets and points and go to Marble Island for walrus. 




